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plan at all. But I will not trouble you, Sir, at present
with enlarging on my design, which I have fully explained
in a preface prepared for a second edition, which the sale of
the former makes me in an hurry to send out. I do not
doubt, Sir, but you have with pleasure looked over more
genuine remains of ancient days, the three volumes of old
poems and ballads: most of them are curious, and some
charming. The dissertations too I think are sensible, con-
cise, and unaffected. Let me recommend to you also the
perusal of the Life of Petrarch, of which two large volumes
in quarto are already published by the Abbe de Sade, with
the promise of a third. Three quartos on Petrarch will not
terrify a man of your curiosity, though without omitting
the memoirs and anecdotes of Petrarch's age, the most
valuable part of the work, they might have been comprised
in much less compass: many of the sonnets might have
been sunk, and almost all his translations of them. Though
Petrarch appears to have been far from a genius, singly
excepting the harmonious beauty of his words, yet one
forgives the partiality of a biographer, though Monsieur de
Sade seems so much enchanted with Petrarch as the age was
in which he lived, whilst their ignorance of good authors
excuses their bigotry to the restorer of taste. You will
not, I believe, be so thoroughly convinced as the biographer
seems to be, of the authentic discovery of Laura's body,
and the sonnet placed on her bosom. When a lady dies of
the plague in the height of its ravages, it is not very
probable that her family thought of interring poetry with
her, or indeed of anything but burying her body as quickly
as they could ; nor is it more likely that a pestilential vault
was opened afterwards for that purpose. I have no doubt
but that the sonnet was prepared and slipped into the tomb
when they were determined to find her corpse. When you
read the notes to the second volume, you will grow veryThe latter was a sister of Lady Hyde.n (d, 1828); m.     Q-eneral (3-eorge Porter, afterwards
